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Challenging the formidable tradition that places early New England Puritanism at the center of the American
religious experience, Yale historian Jon Butler offers a new interpretation of three hundred years of religious
and cultural development. Butler stresses the instability of religion in Europe where state churches battled
dissenters, magic, and astonishingly low church participation. He charts the transfer of these difficulties to
America, including the failure of Puritan religious models, and describes the surprising advance of religious
commitment there between 1700 and 1865. Through the assertion of authority and coercion, a remarkable
sacralization of the prerevolutionary countryside, advancing religious pluralism, the folklorization of magic,
and an eclectic, syncretistic emphasis on supernatural interventionism, including miracles, America emerged
after 1800 as an extraordinary spiritual hothouse that far eclipsed the Puritan achievement?even as
secularism triumphed in Europe.

Awash in a Sea of Faith ranges from popular piety to magic, from anxious revolutionary war chaplains to the
cool rationalism of James Madison, from divining rods and seer stones to Anglican and Unitarian elites, and
from Virginia Anglican occultists and Presbyterians raised from the dead to Jonathan Edwards, Joseph
Smith, and Abraham Lincoln. Butler deftly comes to terms with conventional themes such as Puritanism,
witchcraft, religion and revolution, revivalism, millenarianism, and Mormonism. His elucidation of
Christianity’s powerful role in shaping slavery and of a subsequent African spiritual “holocaust,” with its
ironic result in African Christianization, is an especially fresh and incisive account.

Awash in a Sea of Faith reveals the proliferation of American religious expression?not its decline?and
stresses the creative tensions between pulpit and pew across three hundred years of social maturation.
Striking in its breadth and deeply rooted in primary sources, this seminal book recasts the landscape of
American religious and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Awash in a Sea
of Faith: Christianizing the American People (Studies in Cultural History) is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Laurie Dunn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American
People (Studies in Cultural History) as your daily resource information.

Claudia Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the
American People (Studies in Cultural History) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People (Studies in Cultural History) as good
book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

John Razo:

Beside this particular Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the American People (Studies in Cultural
History) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Awash in a Sea of Faith: Christianizing the
American People (Studies in Cultural History) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques



you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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